friends. You meet to-day at Athens a man you knew yesterday
in Paris, to-morrow in Peking a friend you once had in Madrid.
I had such a friend in Moscow and he told me some of the
more interesting things that had transpired.

So that night at the British Embassy, while Lord and Lady
Chilston sat talking before the fire in the big drawing-room,
Eden with Lord Cranborne and Strang and young Hankey
received us in a little room with chintz-covered sofas and chairs,
and I said, 'Mr. Eden, I can't ask you to tell me what Stalin
said to you, but I have heard from another source something of
the conversation. I'll tell you what I have heard. Will you
tell me if it is wrong?5

That's fair enough,' he said. 'Go ahead.*

Tm told,' I said, 'that Stalin asked you if you thought the
danger of war greater or less to-day than in 1914, that you
answered less, and that he gave reasons for holding the contrary
view, saying that in 1914 there was but one nation whose
expansionist ambitions held the danger of war, while to-day there
are two, Germany and Japan. Is that wrong?'

'No,' he said, 'it's not wrong.'

'And I am told,' I added, 'that he expressed respect for the
German people and their qualities and the conviction that an
attempt to hold down or isolate such a nation in the middle of
Europe would be vain, but that nevertheless Germany was in a
dangerous state of mind to-day and precautionary measures
were necessary for the peace of Europe.*

He nodded.

'And,* said I, 'I hear that at one moment in your conversa-
tion he glanced at a map which showed the little island in the
Atlantic which is England and the sprawling mass over Europe
and Asia which is Russia, and in reference to England remarked
that it was strange to think that the issue of peace or war lay
in the hands of so small a country.*

'Isn't it uncanny,' said Eden, turning to Granborne, and
then to me, 'How do you do it? Were you hiding under the
table?'
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